
Grasmere Primary 
School 

 

 
 

 
Teaching and 

Learning Policy  
February 2013  

 



Grasmere Primary School Teaching and Learning Policy 
 

Purpose 
Teaching and Learning is the key purpose of our school. It is the method through 
which we offer a broad and balanced curriculum to enable all pupils to make 
informed choices about what are the important things every day. We maintain that 
pupils learn best when they are both excited and engaged in their learning. What 
excites and engages them best is truly excellent teaching, which challenges them and 
shows them what they can do. 
 
Effective Teaching for Learning 

 All lessons show positive behaviour management with clear expectations and 
boundaries consistently reinforced by the ‘Stay on Green’ approach. 
Communication and respect between everyone in the school is a key priority. 

 All lessons are planned effectively with clear learning intentions and steps to 
success that are shared with the children 

 Planning provides continuity between lessons to ensure pupils build on their 
learning and make good or better progress. 

 All lessons are well differentiated and pitched to support and challenge every 
learner including EAL, SEN and G&T.  

 All lessons stimulate and engage pupils to learn 
 Teachers have a good understanding of where each child is in their  
     learning and use assessment for learning to give quality feedback that   
     leads to future learning. 
 High but achievable expectations of learning and progress are expected for all 

children. 
 All adults know what is planned and have a positive impact on the children’s 

learning – modelling, scaffolding, questioning, scribing, assessing and giving 
feedback.  

 Teaching sessions have a good pace to make effective use of time. 
 Adults show good knowledge of the subject matter. 
 Children use talk in all lessons to develop and support learning, and adults 

support this learning through effective modelling and feedback, using 
sentences and vocabulary correctly. 

 Self and peer assessment are used to engage pupils in their own learning. 
 
Conditions for Learning 
We must ensure that our ethos supports learning and promotes expectations that 
learning is important and enjoyable and everyone can achieve. 

 All staff at Queensbridge are committed to the ‘Stay on Green’ to provide a 
positive and consistent approach to behaviour management and ensure a 
safe and secure environment for learning. 

 All Grasmere staff have a responsibility for ensuring our school environment 
celebrates and values all pupils achievements through up to date learning 
walls and displays. 



 Good conditions for learning are achieved when all classrooms are tidy and well 
organised to enable easy access to resources needed. 

 Learning opportunities are maximised when everyone works collaboratively 
with each other. Good relationships are essential. 

 
Provision for Learning 
Learning is only effective when it meets the individual needs of learners in the 
class. This is achieved through: 
 Providing a curriculum which is creative, relevant, flexible and exciting to 

engage pupils in their learning. 
 Ensuring work is matched to the needs of each learner by considering the 

following differentiation strategies 
- By task (a different activity for different groups or individuals) 
- By outcome (different teacher expectation of how much each child will 

progress) 
- By support (level of independence required) 
- Using different expectations of the pace at which different children will 

complete tasks 
- Being sensitive to the children’s different language abilities and providing 

assistance – resources, paired talk, adult support 
- Changing the classroom organisation 
- Allowing children different ways to record their work 
- Giving children different levels and types of feedback and reinforcement using 

information technology which makes their task easier (e.g. typing to reduce 
emphasis on handwriting) or by providing self-levelling resources 

 
Assessment for Learning 
Effective learning can only take place when staff identify what children already 
know, understand and can do before planning their next steps in learning. 

 AfL is an assessment activity which informs the next steps of learning. AfL 
provides feedback which leads to learners recognising their next steps and 
how to succeed in them. 

 Children may assess their own or another child’s work under the guidance of 
another adult. 

 Staff will encourage pupils to use the ‘3 Stars and a Wish’ approach to assess 
their own and others work. Staff may use the traffic lights system to highlight 
whether children have achieved (green), partly achieved (amber) and not 
achieved (red) learning intentions 

 Children will be encouraged to self review using the traffic lights system to 
indicate how successful they have been in achieving learning intentions. 

 Termly curricular targets must be used to accelerate pupil’s learning. 
 
Assessment of pupils learning must be ongoing, accurate, comprehensive and inform 
good teaching. Assessment opportunities need to be planned for and teaching 
adapted in light of pupil’s responses. Effective Assessment for Learning will 
significantly contribute towards positive outcomes for all Grasmere pupils. 
 



 
 
Grasmere Primary School children feel they learn best when: 

 They have a positive attitude to work and have high expectations of their own 
behaviour 

 They feel safe and not afraid to challenge themselves 
 They are excited and enthusiastic about their learning 
 They have time to talk about and express their feelings about their learning 
 They have support and believe in themselves as good learners 
 The classroom is calm and there are good relationships between everyone 
 The staff’s feedback tells them what they are doing well and how they can 

improve 
 
Parents and Carers 
We believe that parents have a responsibility to support their children and the 
school in implementing school policies and fulfilling the requirements in our home 
school agreement. Parents play a key role in promoting a positive attitude towards 
our school and learning. Parents can support and enhance their children’s learning at 
home by: 

 Reading with their child on a daily basis 
 Ensuring that they have a quiet place and support to complete their homework 
 Maintaining contact with the class teacher around their child’s progress 
 Ensuring that pupil’s learning is extended through visits to places of interest in 

out of school hours 
 Ensuring their child has constantly good attendance and punctuality 

 
Grasmere Primary School is always committed to strengthening the school’s 
partnership with parents and carers. 
 
Governors 
Governors support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by allocating resources 
effectively. They support the school’s Leadership team in monitoring how effective 
teaching and learning strategies are in relation to raising pupil attainment. The 
Governing Body and committees monitor the effectiveness of the school’s teaching 
and learning approaches through the school’s self evaluation process. 
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