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Tuesday 23rd February 2021 

 
Dear Parent or Carer, 
 
Welcome back to another half term at Grasmere. I hope you and your child had a lovely 
break and enjoyed the slightly more spring like weather. This half term will see some 
changes as we welcome back ALL children on March 8th.  
 
 
Full Opening on Monday 8th March 
Yesterday the Prime Minister confirmed that all children will return to school on this date. 
The details that have been released so far point to a very similar picture to the Autumn 
term with regards to safety control measures. So you can expect staggered starts, children 
in bubbles, lots of hand hygiene and social distancing where possible. More details will 
follow next week in preparation for the full opening so you have a really clear picture.  
 
We are also hugely aware of how difficult this lockdown has been and how it might have 
affected your child. Be reassured, we are equipped and ready to manage with any challenge 
they might face be it academic, social or emotional. If you have serious concerns before 
school starts, please let your teacher know.  
 
In the meantime [although it goes without saying!], we want you to know that we can’t wait 
to welcome your child back to Grasmere. 
 
Gaye Oztok 
I’m very sad to tell you that Gaye, our amazing School Business Manager, is to resign. Her 
last working day will be Thursday 1st April [last day of this term]. This has been a very 
difficult decision for her and it is driven by personal circumstances of needing to be carer for 
her parents in Turkey. 
 
For almost a decade, Gaye has worked tirelessly to ensure the school’s finances have been 
in good order [not an easy task at all!] and her vision and dedication have led to some huge 
changes to the school in its systems and protocols. I would like to say a massive personal 
thank you to her for her constant support and sharing a similar vision in the direction the 
school needed to take, whilst all the time ensuring plans are realistic and within budget.  
 
She will leave a huge void to fill. I’m sure you will join me in wishing her all the best for the 
future and thanking her for the incredible work she has done for Grasmere. 
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Bake Off and Photography competition 
This is a final call for any photos of brilliant bakes to be posted on Seesaw. I will share as 
many as I can in assembly on Friday so it’s not too late to bake a cake and show it off! 
 
Also, FROGs will be running a photography competition with fantastic prizes for entries in a 
range of categories. Look out for further details and information on how to enter. 
 
 
As we have done throughout the past year, we will continue to navigate the challenges of 
the pandemic together as a community, and this half term will be no different. But perhaps 
we can look ahead to a return to a more normal experience of school by the end of this 
academic year with no bubbles and shared whole school events like assemblies and 
performances. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Nick 
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