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Saturday 2nd January 2021 
 

Start of Term: From Tuesday 5th January 2021 
 
Dear parent or carer, 

Firstly, I would like to wish you and your family a Happy New year.  

I write regarding the decision made last night by the Government to back track on their 

initial stance of keeping primary schools open in Hackney. They have now announced that 

primary schools in Hackney, as in all London boroughs, will be closed to almost all children. 

This change was as a result of genuine concerns raised by head teachers, unions, school 

staff, the mayor of Hackney and MPs that with such a high case rate in Hackney [currently 

900 per 100,000 and an R rate of 2.5], it was hard to understand why it was safe to open 

primaries in the Borough, while other London boroughs with much lower case rates were 

able to close. It simply didn’t feel safe enough.  

The new variant of COVID that has swept across London and the South East has also meant 

that an alarming number of staff have recently tested positive. It would have made staffing 

a full opening very challenging. It is also evidence of just how easy it is to pick up at the 

moment. I’m sure you will join me in wishing those staff members better. 

I realise this reversal does not leave you much time to prepare and adapt so I want to give 

you as clear a picture as possible of what this means to you. It is presented in a Q and A 

format. 

How long will the school be closed for? 

School will be closed until Monday 18th January. Remote learning will take place for ALL 

children.  

My child will remain at home. What learning will they receive? 

The home learning offer can be found in the website here [NOTE: please read the section in 

purple as the offer would be the same as if a bubble was closed]. Work from teachers will 

be coherent and in context. It will be given consistently. Children should also feel much 
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more connected with structured zoom contact at the beginning and end of each day as a 

minimum, with more details once discussed with staff on Monday. 

My child is vulnerable (has special educational needs-including social, emotional, mental 

health- OR receives support from an aspect of social care), will they still be able to attend 

school? 

Yes. Just as in the first lockdown, the school remains open to your child. Please inform the 

office as soon as possible [ info@grasmere.hackney.sch.uk ] of their attendance. The school 

day will be 9am-3.15pm. Lunch will be provided or your child can bring in a packed lunch. 

The learning will be closely aligned to the remote learning offer for other children at home 

to ensure consistency.  

I and/ or my partner is a critical worker, what does this mean for my child? 

As above, your child is able to attend school with the same provision outlined previously. 

However please note this only for children where there is not an adult at home [working or 

not] who can look after your child. Please contact the office as soon as possible to confirm 

attendance. 

My child might struggle to access the home learning offer. What can I do? 

If you are having any issues with your child finding a quiet space or connecting on a device 

please email Nick: headteacher@grasmere.Hackney.sch.uk . We can help and support to 

ensure your child has consistent access.  

I receive free school meals: will my child still be able to receive a meal? 

We aim to provide a daily hot meal to children on site and also, if your child is not 

attending, you will be able to collect a hot meal from school every day. We will send out 

further information regarding this but if you feel you would like this service please let the 

school know by emailing the office: info@grasmere.Hackney.sch.uk  

What about after school provision? 

There will be no extended school provision until further notice. 
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If you have further questions please do get in touch. Please also be aware that some of this 

might change. The school has had very little time to implement this. We thank you in 

advance for your understanding and flexibility.  

Kind regards,  Nick  
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