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Thursday 21st January 2021 

Dear Parent or Carer, 

 

Zoom Guidance 

As well as the basic expectations set out last week [please click here for details], we would 

also like to note that your child should not use a virtual background. As children are able to 

choose their own photo for this function, this can lead to a breach of safeguarding. It is 

safer therefore to have a blanket ‘no virtual background’ policy going forwards. 

 

Work on Seesaw 

The work being submitted on Seesaw is amazing. We have been so impressed with the 

standard. Most children seem clear about the learning and are able to post work soon after 

it is set. Others are attending Zoom sessions but not able to post work until later in the day. 

This might be because they need help from you or access to another device to photograph 

the work and upload. This is absolutely fine. However, in the interests of teacher wellbeing, 

if the work is submitted after 4pm, the teacher will be unlikely to add in depth comments. I 

hope you can understand the rationale for this: some teachers were commenting on work 

submitted at 8pm. I worry that this will lead to unhealthy work-life balance issues.  

 

Live Family Cook-Along  

I hope some of you joined Chef Tom for the cook-along session yesterday. If not, the good 

news is these will be repeated weekly. So please do join in for a free family-friendly cook-

along on Wednesday 27th January at 4pm. He’ll be guiding you through the process of 

making a warming chunky soup. This is a recipe for chefs of all ages to master and it’s easy 

to take part and there is no charge – all you need are the ingredients. Visit the Hackney 

School of Food website for all of the info - live cook along with chef tom | Hackney School of 

Food. Here’s the shopping list for two portions. You could make more and stick it in the 

freezer. 

 

Warming Chunky Tomato Soup 

1 Medium Onion 

1 Red or Yellow Pepper 

1 Clove Garlic  

200g Fresh Tomatoes (or tinned chopped tomatoes will work here too) 
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Large Pinch Oregano 

½ Teaspoon Smoked Paprika (or spices like cumin or coriander will work well) 

5g Fresh Basil 

300ml  Vegetable Stock  

Equipment 

Knife, Chopping board, grater, saucepan, wooden spoon 

 

Testing 

We applied to be part of a pilot for rapid flow testing at Grasmere, but this was 

unsuccessful. I wanted to just give you a reminder of how to access a test should you, or 

your child, need one. Please click here to book or you can also call 119. In Hackney there are 

a number of testing sites: 

 Dalston, Bentley Road Car Park, N1 4BZ (open 7 days a week 8am-8pm) 

 Hackney Central, Mare Street, E9 6ND (open 7 days a week 8am-8pm) 

 Stamford Hill, Bus Garage, Rookwood Road, London N16 6SD (open 7 days a week 

8am-8pm) 

 Homerton, Hackney Marshes Centre, E9 5PF (open 5 days a week Mon-Fri 9am-

3.30pm) 

 Stamford Hill, Yesodey Hatorah School, Egerton Road, N16 6UB 

There are also 2 testing centres nearby that residents can use: 

 Stamford Hill Primary Nursery Berkeley Rd, Haringey N15 6HD (7 days 8am-8pm) 

 GuildHall Yard, City of London, EC2V 5AA (7 days 8am-8pm) 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Nick 
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