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Friday 29th January 2021 

Dear parent or Carer, 

Delay announced to the wider opening of schools 
As I’m sure you are already aware, we will not be opening more widely beyond the current 
provision after half term, following the prime minister’s address on Wednesday which 
included the following information: 
 
“It will not be possible to resume face-to-face learning immediately after the February half-
term and the Prime Minister instead hopes it will be safe to commence the re-opening of 
schools and colleges from Monday 8 March. This is in response to the national public health 
data and pressure on NHS capacity. 
If the Government achieves its target of vaccinating everyone in the four most vulnerable 
groups with their first dose by 15 February then those groups will have developed immunity 
from the virus around three weeks later, that is by 8 March. It is for this reason that we hope 
it will therefore be safe to commence the reopening of schools from Monday 8 March. 
Education settings, as well as students, parents and carers will be given at least two weeks’ 
notice to prepare for a return to face-to-face education. 
Schools and colleges will remain open to vulnerable children and young people and the 
children of critical workers after February half-term, as they are now.” 
 
We are sad that we will not be welcoming your child back and hope the Government can 
meet that date in March. It goes without saying that we can’t wait to get your child back to 
Grasmere as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
Grasmere Values and Zoom 
We are slowly getting used to our increased use of zoom and the expectations that go with 
it. Indeed, children [and parents] have adapted incredibly well. However, just in case your 
child might be struggling, perhaps the Grasmere values might help: 
 
Be respectful: speak to school staff as you would in school and keep your camera on 
[without a background] when it is expected. 
Be brave: being on camera is a challenge and can feel funny. I know some children prefer to 
keep their camera off and you might have contacted your class teacher about this. This is 
fine. However, being brave and keeping your camera on sometimes can make you feel more 
connected and part of the virtual classroom. Speaking and asking questions can also be 
daunting. Please encourage your child, where appropriate, to access the online offer as fully 
as possible, building their independence. 
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Be kind: don’t say or type anything in the chat that might upset someone else. Encourage 
others if they are not comfortable with zoom. 
Be creative: think of ways to contribute your ideas positively and share your knowledge. I 
know some teachers have really appreciated feedback so they can continue to get to know 
the platform. 
 
Great Grasmere Bake Off 
If they are able, we would love your child to get baking over the next few weeks. Starting on 
Monday with biscuit week, we want to see pictures of their creations posted on their 
Seesaw page. I will show them off in an upcoming assembly. Anything goes! They can be 
sweet, savoury, healthy, indulgent, neat, messy: we just want to see your child have a go. 
The following week will be bread week and then over half term it will be cake week. Some 
inspiration can be found from the Grasmere cookbook [available as a pdf here]. 
 
Happy baking…we can’t wait to see the results! 
 
Ideas for the weekend 
We should all give ourselves a huge pat on the back for getting through January. I can’t 
remember a tougher month [and that’s saying something given the last year]. One thing 
that I think has helped me is finding time to reconnect with nature. With that in mind, this 
weekend it is the RSPB annual Big Bird Watch where you and your child could spare an hour 
from your garden or balcony and take part in world largest bird survey. All the details you 
need are available on the link here. 
 
Also, I have been sent ideas to be active at home and practice sporting skills, even in limited 
space with household objects. Please look at the videos and downloadable activity packs 
here for inspiration. 
 
Whatever you do, I wish you and your child a happy, relaxing weekend [away from home 
learning!], 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Nick 
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