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Thursday 25thth June 2020 

Weekly Update 

 
Dear Parent/ Carer, 
 
I hope you are staying well and keeping cool in this extraordinary heat. In a week where we 
have seen an announcement by the Government that, from next weekend, there will be 
further easing of restrictions, there is a growing disconnect between the experience in school, 
where we continue to risk assess so thoroughly every day, and the world beyond it. If the risk 
is truly lower and our children are able to access more and more of what society can offer 
[from shopping to restaurants to cinemas] we can only hope for a change in guidance for 
schools to help us widen the opening even more and put in place plans to facilitate as many 
children safely returning as possible, as soon as possible. 
 
I don’t think anyone could have predicted how tough this process was going to be for every 
family and staff member. It feels in the last week or two it is starting to take its toll. For 
example, a deeply concerning recent theme that sadly several parents have asked the school 
to help with has involved children not coping mentally. This was our biggest fear going into 
lockdown: children would struggle to process this pandemic and the impact it has had on their 
lives. This has sadly been borne out with children across our community struggling with a 
range of issues. If you are concerned about your child, please use one of the following 
avenues of support and/ or discuss with your class teacher or senior leader to find how the 
school can support: 
 
Young Minds: 
 
https://youngminds.org.uk/ 

 
 

LGfL Wellbeing 
Connected:  
 
http://wbc.lgfl.org.uk/ 
 
 

Anna Freud Centre: 
 
https://www.annafreud.o
rg/coronavirus-
support/support-for-
parents-and-carers/ 

 
Looking closely at the home learning picture, we worry that children are struggling to remain 
motivated after so long without the school experience. We are aware that children are 
sometimes hard enough to motivate in class so to maintain engagement for this length of 
time at home is a near impossible challenge. That said we can see with the work posted that, 
regardless of the manifold difficulties each household might be having, there is lots of 
fantastic work being done regularly. I would like to say a massive well done to the children 
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and thank you to you as a parent for the daily support you have offered to enable this where 
you have been able.  
 
We will endeavour to keep tweaking the home learning offer.  We recognise the importance 
of children feeling connected, especially now. With that in mind, I will be doing a zoom tour of 
the school next week for all children to access. The details, id and password will be shared via 
text on Monday. The following week, there will be an opportunity for each class to visit the 
school, see each other and have an ‘assembly’ with me followed by a transition session where 
they can meet their new class teacher and say goodbye to their old one [either in person or 
virtually as some staff are shielding]. I will include more details of this in next week’s letter. In 
the final week we are thinking of a way to collectively say farewell to our Y6 children. In the 
last few weeks we will also be increasing direct contact between children and schools. Staff 
might be using Zoom or Teams if confident but otherwise will be ensuring they are phoning all 
children over each week.  
 
Next week there is an expectation that the Government might issue plans for September that 
will enable [all?] children back in September. I know the whole school community would value 
clarity, so my fingers are firmly crossed for a quick and clear message to give us time to plan 
as effectively as possible. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Nick 
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