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Thursday 23rd April 2020 
Dear parent/ carer, 
 
Welcome back to a new term. I sincerely hope you and your family are all well. 
 
Thank you to those who have emailed with messages of continued support. Whether it’s 
regarding home learning or your well wishes for the staff, it is always appreciated. 
 
This week, I hope you are all now accessing new work for your child at home. We have 
introduced Seesaw as a platform and as with anything, there are of course snags as we all get 
used to it. That said, we have been pleased and surprised at the uptake already and we are 
loving seeing the children’s work and their interaction with staff through the platform. 
 
We wanted to introduce something like Seesaw before the school closed but with 40% of 
teaching staff ill or self-isolating at that time it was not possible. So we always knew it would be 
a challenge to introduce this after Easter with staff working remotely. 
 
But as ever the Grasmere staff have risen to the challenge and I have been blown away by their 
commitment and dedication to embrace a new way of doing things. I am sure you are aware, 
but nevertheless it is important to acknowledge, the difficult circumstances many staff are 
working under. Some of them are carers to elderly relatives or live with someone who has an 
underlying health condition. Others have children who they are now expected to teach at 
home, and there are sadly those staff members who are unfortunately ill themselves, 
recovering or have underlying health conditions. Teachers are trying to juggle these challenging 
conditions with their job which involves many facets, some of which are constantly evolving. I 
know through your incredibly generous donation before Easter that you appreciate this 
dedication but I am constantly in awe and I am sure you will join me in taking this opportunity 
to thank them. 
 
We are keen to continue to roll the Seesaw platform out and only ask for patience as staff and 
children get used to it and find the right balance of work that won’t always require the level of 
hands on guidance from you all the time. Please also remember, for those who can’t, or have 
chosen not to, access Seesaw, I hope your child is finding the weekly activity grids on the school 
website engaging [https://www.grasmere.hackney.sch.uk/coronavirus-information/home-

learning]. These are available to collect as a hard copy from the school and many activities do 
not need any internet access. 
 
I would also like to note that unfortunately not all technologies that we use to feel connected in 
lock down are appropriate for safe school use. There are, for example, concerns around the use 
of remote learning with Zoom or other such platforms, particularly in relation to privacy and 
safeguarding. The NEU guidance also states that this expectation of teachers is unreasonable. 
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I appreciate that this situation is incredibly hard for children and that they miss their friends and 
teachers: school is so central to their lives and relationships, especially in a community as close 
as Grasmere. However, we are in the middle of exceptionally difficult circumstances and it is 
inevitable that teaching and learning will be restricted in its scope. Teachers cannot be working 
as though they are in front of a class, and children cannot be expected to be able to study full 
time with online resources. 
 
With this in mind, I would like to finish with attempting to manage home learning expectations. 
I don’t want you to worry about whether your child should do this work or that work. As a 
parent myself, we are all in new territory and we all need to find a way to make it work. Exactly 
how that works will be different in every house and will often be different from one day to the 
next. So any expectations from class teachers or on the website are a guide. Try to encourage 
reading every day, some maths and do some activities on Seesaw or the activity grid or even 
your own ideas. Some days this will happen and others it simply won’t and I’m certain that’s 
completely ok. We are all dealing with a lot of new daily worries and pressures. Teachers will 
post work for those that want it but don’t feel you have to fill your day with it or that your child 
has to do it all. 
 
Thank you for reading a slightly longer than expected letter. I will be in regular contact and I will 
post on Seesaw to the children very soon. Children can look forward to star assembly next week 
[of sorts] and Lisa and Lorena will be putting music and Spanish content on Seesaw soon. 
 
All my very best wishes, 
 
Nick 
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