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Wednesday 15th April 2020 

 

 
Dear Parent/ Carer, 
 
I am writing to you with real hope that you and your family are all well and managing the 
ongoing situation. I am fully aware of the impact closing schools has had on children and 
families and with no likely change in this situation anytime soon, I would like to outline 
what the school will be doing as we head to the new term. 
 
Care for key workers and vulnerable children 
From Monday 20th April, the school will be open again for those children and families who 
need it most and have no alternative childcare. Before the break we were taking on children 
from St. Mary’s as well. This will continue. If you need childcare from next week and your 
child falls within the definition of either key worker or vulnerable as outlined by the 
government here, please email the school and let us know. 
 
Providing Free School Meals 
The school has helped to establish a hub model with Chefs in Schools whereby a weekly 
food box is given to any family who is entitled to free school meals during this period. The 
uptake and feedback has been really good so far. This will continue after the holidays and 
food boxes will be available to collect every Tuesday at 2.30pm. Please email 
info@grasmere.hackney.sch.uk by Friday if you would like a food box. 
 
Home Learning 
The school will be using a new platform called Seesaw after the Easter holidays. The first 
week back will involve teachers becoming familiar with the platform and setting their 
classes up. You will receive an email with a QR code and instructions about accessing the 
platform either by downloading the free app or visiting the website. We will try to ensure 
this happens as soon as possible and we are on track to begin this on Monday 20th April.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: You will need internet access and a device your child can use to access the 
internet on such as a computer/ laptop/ chromebook/ tablet.  
 
For those without access to the internet or who would prefer to opt out of Seesaw, there 
will be a weekly home learning activity grid available on the website every Monday. Hard 
copies of this will also be available to pick up from the Albion Road entrance to the school 
from Monday. Please just press the buzzer and a copy will be brought out to you. 
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Finally 
It is now 4 weeks since we have seen many of you. For a school that is such a close 
community, that is a long time and the inclusivity and happiness that surrounds the school 
makes being apart all the harder. Sanctions look to be in place for at least another 3 weeks 
so we want you and your child to feel as connected as possible.  
 
We would like all children to decorate a tile/ piece of wood-basically anything that is 
weather proof so we can put them all together to create a lasting piece of art for the school. 
They can be a portrait, a pattern, an activity, a quote but please ensure they are no bigger 
than A5 and include your child’s name. We would also like all Grasmere children to put a 
teddy at their window for others to spot during their daily exercise. The staff have other 
ideas to make us all feel more connected, including video calls, so please look out for text 
alerts in the near future. 
 
We are missing you all hugely and can’t wait to welcome you all back to Grasmere when it is 
safe to do so. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Nick and the Grasmere staff 
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