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Dear parents, 

I hope you all had a good half term holiday, it is lovely coming back to Nursery after a 

break as the children are full of news which they are desperate to share with their 

friends!  The children really enjoyed making Pancakes today. Thank you for all your 

contributions towards the ingredients for Cooking last term. We will continue to cook 

with the children every Monday this term. Our focus for this half term will be Animals, 

we will be looking at jungle animals, farm animals, pets and sea life. There will be a focus 

activity each week:  

Week Date Focus activity  

1 24/2 Walking through the Jungle 

Children to move like the animals and the text. 

Children to talk about their favourite Jungle animal 

before painting a picture. 

2 2/3 My favourite Book Character is ………The children 

are invited to bring in their favourite book 

throughout the week to share with their friends. 

Children will be encouraged to talk about why they 

like the story. Thursday 5th  March is World Book 

Day and to celebrate the children can dress up as a 

Book Character. Table top activities: storytelling, 

puppets, making their own story books, sequencing 

stories.  

3 9/3 Farm animals: Looking closely at what animals are 

on the farm and how to care for farm animals. Farm 

all week with added resources each day to develop 

children’s play and knowledge. 

Farm animals counting and size focus activity.  

4 16/3 Dear Zoo. 

Role play vets all week to encourage discussion 

about pets at home. 

Children to write a letter to the zoo asking for a 

pet. 

5 23/3 Sea life: large play area to represent the sea with 

lots of different sea life resources: children to 

create a fish.  

6 30/3 Easter: Decorating Easter egg boxes for the egg 

hunt. Discussing significance of Easter. 

Our role play area is going to be turned into a Vets Surgery and the Home Corner will 

continue to be a house but will have resources related to the story, The Tiger Who came 

to tea.  

 

 

 

 



The following Early Learning targets are targets which children should aim to meet 

during their Nursery year. In Nursery we use them as a guide for planning and assessing, 

we provide a range of table top activities, play resources and focus activities.  

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development: 
I can keep play going by responding to what others are saying or doing. 

I am more confident to talk to other children when playing, and will communicate freely about my 

home and community.  

I can usually adapt behaviour to different events, social situations and changes in routine.  

I can explain own knowledge and understanding, and asks appropriate questions of others. 

I can describe self in positive terms and talk about abilities.  

I am beginning to be able to negotiate and solve problems without aggression. 

Communication and language: 
I can follow instructions. 

I can join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key events and phrases in rhymes and stories. 

I am beginning to understand how and why questions. 

I show understanding of prepositions.  

I can use talk to connect ideas, explain what is happening and anticipate what might happen next, 

recall and relive past experiences. 

Question why things happen and gives explanations.  

I can maintain attention, concentrate and sit quietly during an appropriate activity. 

I can follow a two-part instruction. 

I am able to follow a story without pictures or props. 

I can use talk to organize, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events. 

I can introduce a storyline or narrative into my play. 

Literacy: 
I can listen to and join in with stories and poems, one to one and also in small groups. 

I am beginning to be aware of how stories are structured. 

I can hold books the correct way up and turn pages. 

I sometimes give meaning to marks as I draw and paint. 

Ascribe meanings to marks I see in different places. 

I can use vocabulary and forms of speech which are increasingly influenced by my experience of 

books. 

I know that information can be retrieved from books and computers.  

I can give meaning to marks I make as I draw, write and paint. 

I can hear and say the initial sound in words. 

I can link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 

Maths: 
 I know that numbers identify how many objects are in a set. 

 I am beginning to represent numbers using fingers, marks on paper or pictures. 

 I show an interest in representing numbers. 

 I show an interest in shape by sustained construction activity or by talking about shapes or 

arrangements.  

 I use shapes appropriately for tasks. 

 I can recognize numerals 1-5. 

 I can count objects or actions which cannot be moved. 

 I can count out up to six objects from a larger group. 

 I can select the correct numeral to represent 1-5 then 1-10 objects. 

 I can select a particular named shape. 

 I can order two or three items by length or height. 

Understanding the World: 
 I remember and talk about significant events in my experience. 

 I can talk about some of the things I have observed such as plants, animals, natural and found 

objects. 

 I show care and concern for living things in the environment. 



 I know that information can be retrieved from computers. 

 I can use ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate computer software.  

 I can look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 

I can complete a simple program on computer. 

Expressive Arts and Design: 
I can tap out simple repeated rhythms. 

I can explore and learn how sounds can be changed.  

I am beginning to be interested in and describe the texture of things.  

I can join construction pieces together. 

I can build stories around toys. 

I can use available resources to create props to support role play.   

I can choose particular colours to use for a purpose. 

I can introduce a storyline or narrative into my play.  

I can explore what happens when I mix colours. 

I can experiment to create different textures. 

I can construct with a purpose in mind using a variety of resources. 

Physical Education: 
 I can run skilfully and negotiate space successfully, adjusting speed or direction to avoid obstacles.  
 I can hold a pencil between thumb and two fingers, no longer using whole hand grasp. 
 I can copy some letters.  
 I can dress with help. 
 I can experiment with different ways of moving. 
 I show increasing control over an object in pushing, patting, throwing, catching or kicking it.  
 I am beginning to show a preference for a dominant hand. 
 I can form recognizable letters.   
 I show understanding of how to transport and store equipment safely.  

 

How can you support your child? 

To support you and your family in Hackney, and help you to ensure that your 

child/children are happy, healthy and ready to learn -  “Our journey from birth to five 

years” provides trusted, age related and local information to help you to find your path 

through the many local activities and services available. 

https://www.learningtrust.co.uk/content/your-childs-journey-birth-five  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

Staff: . 

Sharon: My PPA time is on Tuesday mornings from 9.30am – 12pm.  This is the time when 

I plan, prepare activities and assess the children’s progress. I also update the children’s 

learning journey books. Barley will cover the class.  

 

. Dates: 

Thursday 5th March: World Book Day  Children can dress as a book character and bring  

their favourite book to share with their friends.  

Monday 9th March Science Week  

Tuesday 10th and Thursday 12th March: Parents Evening – A letter will follow shortly.  

 

Selvi and Sharon.                           
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