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Dear Parents/Carers, 

This is some information about the new baseline Reception assessment that will be introduced in 

2020. Grasmere have signed up to be part of the pilot scheme this year. It is not a legal requirement 

for schools to participate in the pilot, and therefore not a legal requirement for each pupil to 

participate. 

 If you would not like your child to participate in the pilot then please return the slip 

below before Monday 23rd September 2019. If you do not return the slip I will assume that 

you are happy for your child to take part. 

If you would like more information then please do not hesitate to come and speak to me. 

The following information is taken from the GOV.UK website where you can find more information. 

What is the reception baseline assessment?  

The reception baseline assessment is a new national assessment that will be administered in all 

primary, infant and first schools in England to children in reception classes. It will be introduced in 

the autumn of 2020. 

Why is it being introduced?  

Currently, a key measure of how well a primary school is serving its pupils is the progress that they 

make between the end of key stage 1 (year 2) and the end of key stage 2 (year 6). This allows the 

government to take account of the fact that schools face different challenges given their pupils’ 

starting points.  

However, under the current arrangements, we are not able to give full credit for the important work 

that schools do between reception and year 2.  

The new reception baseline assessment will change this by providing a snapshot of where pupils are 

when they arrive at school, establishing a new starting point to measure the progress that they make 

by the end of year 6.  
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It will also enable us to remove statutory end-of-key stage 1 assessments, as they will no longer be 

required to provide a baseline for progress measures, reducing the overall burden of the statutory 

assessment system. 

What will it look like?  

The new reception baseline assessment will be short (approximately 20 minutes), interactive and 

practical, covering language and communication, early mathematics and (subject to trialling) self-

regulation. It will use age-appropriate resources that children can handle and manipulate. The 

assessment will reflect familiar foundation-stage practice and encourage positive interaction 

between the teacher/teaching assistant and the pupil. There will be no need for children to prepare 

for the baseline assessment, either in a pre-school setting, or at home, and in most cases pupils 

should not be aware that they are being assessed.  

The introduction of the reception baseline assessment should not replace the good practice of 

schools liaising with early years settings to gather and share information on the children starting 

reception.  

The intention is that the assessment will be inclusive and accessible to the vast majority of children 

as they join school in reception. Most children with special educational needs or disability (SEND) or 

English as an additional language (EAL) will be able to take part in the assessment. 

How will the results of the reception baseline assessment be used? 

Children will not ‘pass’ or ‘fail’ the assessment; it will provide a snapshot of where they are when 

they start school in the reception year. The results of the assessment will not be used by 

government to track or label individual pupils, or to judge the performance of early years settings.  

We will use the data from the assessment to create a baseline for school-level progress measures for 

primary schools. This will show the progress children make from reception until the end of key stage 

2 in year 6. We will publish these new measures for the first time in the summer of 2027, when the 

children who enter reception in autumn 2020 take the key stage 2 tests at the end of year 6. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please return by Monday 23rd September 2019 

I do not want my child __________________to take part in the Reception baseline 

assessment. 

 

Signed:                                                                      Date: 

 


