
Parent/carer Phonics workshop

14.10.26



Aims of this session: 

• Importance of reading regularly 

•    Understand how we teach early reading at Grasmere

•    Ways to support your child at home 

•    Answer any questions you may have 





The Simple View of Reading 



Birth- 6 months: communication by smiling, crying, and babbling

7 months- 1 year: babbling becomes differentiated

1- 1.6 years: learns to say several words

1.6- 2 years: word “spurt” begins

2 - 3 years: talks in sentences, vocabulary grows

3+ years: vocabulary grows

Early communication 



There is a study called “Reading Aloud To Children: The Evidence” that 
shows engaging in “decontextualized” talk while reading aloud is 
especially great for language enhancement! 

This means relating the story to the child. For example, if there is ice 
cream involved in the story, you could say to your child “you like ice 
cream!” This creates conversation between you and your child, keeps 
them involved in the story, and hopefully prompts them to continue 
discussing the book. It’s definitely one of the best read aloud strategies 
for parents!



Read Write Inc., developed by Ruth Miskin, provides a 
structured and systematic approach to teaching reading. 
It is used by more than a quarter of the UK's primary 
schools and is designed to create fluent readers, confident 
speakers and willing writers.



What is phonics?



What is phonics?



How we teach reading at Grasmere?  

Nursery/Reception  KS1 – Year 1 and 2 KS2 – Year 3 to 6

catch up if needed



Reception: 
This is the 
focus at the 
moment. 



‘cup’









Shelf 

Dress

Sprint 

How many phonemes in these words?





• Used often 
• Some can be sounded out 
• Others can not be sounded out



Learning to read in Reception 

We assess children in decoding words and 
then the organise children into groups 
based on number of graphemes they 
recognise in reading. 

We start assessing children in Spring term 
in Reception.  



Learning to read in Reception

Children will start taking home phonics sound blending books 
alongside the previous sound they have learnt on Mondays. On 
Thursdays, children will take home a book corner book. 

It is so important children are read to daily. 

✓ Improved literacy skills 
✓ More extensive vocabulary
✓ Greater concentration 
✓ Higher levels of creativity 



Learning to read in Reception

Words that cannot be sounded 
out because they break the 
phonetic rules. 



• Continue to read to your child.
• Model how to read a book – left to right, 
turning pages 
• Ask questions about what has happened 
and characters’ feelings
• Support vocabulary
• Predict what will happen next 
• Make connections 
• Model your love of reading! 
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